City of Nedlands Council Agenda, 9 September 2008
UNDERWOOD AVENUE BUSHLAND

Question 1.

Does Nedlands Council still stand by its environmental credentials as outlined in
itsresponsesto the questionnaire on the “How green is my council” website, and
if so, will it support the preservation of Underwood Avenue Bushland for the
benefit of future generations?

It would appear from the website that Nedlands Council gave itself atick for the following:

General support for sustainability:

Q6. Doesthis council use a'triple bottom line' framework in its reporting and decision-
making processes? (environmental, social, economic)
AV

Q8. Doesthis council enshrine ‘sustainability’ or ‘future generations’ in the 'Planning for the
Future' required by the Local Government Act?
AV

Natural Resource Management:

Q1. Doesthis council have an Environment Management Plan?
A ¥

Q4. Doesthis council have a Green Plan in action?
AV

Q6. Doesthis council have aNatural Areas/ Bushland Management Plan?
AV

Q7. Doesthis council have a strategy to protect and enhance biodiversity in the local area?
A ¥V

Q8. Doesthis council have any strategies for the development of wildlife corridors?
AV

Question 2. Is Nedlands Council aware of the level of community concern
over unsound environmental management practices and planning approvalsin
Western Australia and will it consider the important role of local government in
influencing better outcomes for the environment and local communities?
(Please see attached media statements, |etters and petition.)

Question 3.  Will Nedlands Council be a visionary council that is prepared to
put the brakes on developmentsthat threaten our natural environment and
diminish the quality of lifefor future generations?

Question 4. Will Nedlands Council be the Council that helps save
Underwood Avenue Bushland?
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and vested.in" the university.
for a public purpose, sadly there.

. _do ‘not appear o be other plan-
ning giidelines-in place to'en-

ure that the 1mpacts -of the'.

" a'commercial child care centre-‘

built ‘on private land m the
same Jocality, -

~.. The UWA: Convocatior: knows, -
;-or.ought to know, thatthere are .
no-appeal rights.against-an ap-.

" proval of the centre by the WA
“Planning  Commission (far.r
mioved from Nedlands); no mat:

*_ teihow niuch there is an absence

' of orderly and proper planhing: .

- prineiples in the cefitre: plan 5
- how'ill:inférmed the plan-is

An approval of the centre can:.

nof ‘be appealéd in'the State

““Administrative Tribunal be-
:11‘1cal) campaign: for reform’ of

‘the . Planning -Act :would: give.
.-planning approval appealkrights
‘against .planning approvals,.
*which. are unlawful.or simply -

cause the Planning. Act-pro-

“hibits: appeals agamst plannmg"

- approvals.

-~ Whether. or niot UWA Has.a'

legal:duty. it has amoral dutyto

“ build within the Nedlands town

: pla.nmnb scheme planmng guxde—
lines.

S At has been mor: ally corrupt in o
¢ 'this process if it has submitted"

- a de51gn that does.not-comply .
_with the Nedlands'car® parkmg}

“.and amenity controls if, in’ so

. ,amemty impacts on its less. povw-

% erful, less influential mium a

Please send fetters o The Edito: 276 Ol Ro
shotld bea dayﬁ_me phone fumber for vt

: dad nexghbours Just -because
: .- “it can do so and this suits: 1ts com-
©an. ethlcal approach to, the de- .. e :
_velopment-of reserved land with - -
. -vhielt it is entrusted. or freehold b
o land-that it-owns. - .
° One would'also: &mect it to be—_ "
,vhave ‘a5 a-good-neighbour, to-
. “the commumty that swrrounds it.”
' While it-appears:UWA-is:not
“‘bound-by the Nedlands Tm\n;'
Planning Scheme'in desm‘ung B
-.a:child care:centre on the.crovm 4
*-the reports about the:i inipacts of
' clearing the bushland, ‘woul
~its own’ expert reports say the
“same thing as the 6nes submit- .
“ted: by -its :extérnal eénviron:
. mental and planning constltants?

mercial purpose;
-~ As for.the Undérvwood Avenue
yushiland, I there were planning

.appr oval ‘appeal rights against
any: decision to approve Tezol
“ing:and subdivision'of this land
.as submitted by UWA:the ini

versity. might have: recons1dened
its plansi. = . -,
I UWA had: asked 1ts own a

-If a'stibdivision of the bushland
was subject to'the state’s.cleéal

- ing laws (which'it is not),’ag:
“would:clearing of the bushland
“be:a-hurdle: that could not be

overcome?

~If UWA has exp oxted the lack
of accountablhty in.our pla.nnmg
rules and the absence of anyTight -

- to appeal agaifist an unmerito-
-.-Fious planning: approval (the
-same as- would- any:other. de-
veloper for: proﬁt)
.- .ninglaw prizé-winning gradiate:”
-.of its hallowed halls; I would have *

a‘town plan:

expected much better fr o it :;
- The Spea.kOlrtWA (non-party halog

reach orderly and- proper plap- -
ning prmc1p1es :
Pleasé: go- to. our- web51te
(wwwspeakoutwa com.an) {o.see

‘which: of the: state’s:electoral ™
“candidates support: Teform .of, :
‘the Planning Act for openand -
V-accountable town planmng :

.. doing, it has produced adversef '

b “Sandra Boulter
3 Coordmator SpeakOutWA
) - “Nedlands
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Mlmsterlal dire

HEN we came into
government in
-2001 we knew we
needed to address some of
the fundamental issues facing
our city and that we needed to
engage the community broadly
in developing a solution. -
Perth was undeniably a very
car dependent city. This is largely
due to the very sprawled structure
of the city. Both the problems of -
peak oil and climate change meant
that we had to take serious steps
to overcome this car dependency
if we are to have a liveable,
functioning city into the 21st
century.

Changing aspi;;a!ions

We were also increasingly
conscious of the changing

 aspirations of the community. In

particular there was an increasing
percentage of the population that
was looking for an active street -
culture, an urban rather than =~
suburban lifestyle, for whom the-
detached house'and garden was’
not the dream..
We also were well aware West

‘ Australians were living longer and
breeding less which meant that the
clild rearing phasé represedted

- ‘ashorter percentage of one's life _

and that people were increasingly

< looking to' make several changes

inthe type of accommedation over
their lifetime.

We were also pushingup * -+
against the fact that much:of the
easier developed land in Perth had

beenbuilt out and that if we were.
Tuabl

" subltbs to have a heart.

Italso recogmses, evenwith
all the deavours to

- THERE'S little need to introduce WA's
planning and infrastructure minister
ALANNAH MacTIERNAN to Freo folk.
First coming to the towin's atiention with
an unsuccesstul bid to sell off the homey
APACE nursery for homes, she's since
put’ her imgerpnn\ overtfie future of the
and has been leading the.charge
L \'ncrsased densily. In response to.our - *
Development Issue, here she outlines where
we'é heaging and why.

is a necessary pre-1 requnsxte for that

- diversity of street life that makes

encourage growth in our regional
towns that Perth is going to grow

. and we need to make provision for

that growth.
Italso recognises that this is not
necessarily a negative. By creative

Developments that
have been proposed
for Fremantle arein
. the range of five and
six stortes and not
_developments of Gold
Coast proportions

planning we increase not just
density but intensity - delivering
that buzzing street culture.
Fremantle-ites would undérstand
that is a major plus'of urban
living. Mor peop]e living close by

to protect vation

_ areas, we needed t6 be able to offer

some

With this in mind we began the
Dialogue with the City: This was a
process that continued over three
years involving more than 1,000
prembers of the community plus
local authorities, industry and
every conceivable interest group.

In isolation

- We were well aware that we
needed to get the. community
to come'together to éstablish
an overall agenda because a
comprehensive plan is not possible

* if each municipality or local

community is planned in isolation.
The result of this process was

a plan called Network City which

recognised the value of suburban

life, but also recognised the- -

nieed for more housing diversity

and local jobs and

apportunities. The Network

City sees pockets of more utban
development spread throughout
the metropolitan area in nodes
along public transport corridors or
around major activity.centres, Itis
ot anti-suburban - but it-allows

city. Much of the
“debate about density has forgotten
the intensity part.

Much of the talk of high-rise
is overwiought. The sorts of
developments that have been
proposed for Fremantlé are in the
Tange of five and six stories and
not developments of Gold Coast
proportions. -

Humanity and intensity
Some of the most beautiful old

urban.cities such as Geneva, Berlin -~

and Madrid have developmerit
of this $cale and they are cities of

~ humanity and intensity.

Our community will rarely
. speak with one voice, Our aimi
in government is to try to work
through the differences to find
cothmon ground. Where we
cannot, we need to provide a
fair balance between rnmpehng
aspirations

* Alannah MacTiernan says she’s seeking comnion ground.

Self-appointed guardians.
ust understand that they are-
representing one particular view
in the community. It is legitimate
that they should do so. But
they cannot claim they “are” the
communil

* thatin my view Fremantle is a

- magnificent city. But like all great
cities it needs to have an element
of renewal - the néw woven in
~with the old. That renewal should ..
be contemporary and not faux - an
ever-evolving city nota heritage
theme park

Ican say most smcerely
A

beena

is that if o it
1o Stop it~not even \Hhose h

Fremantle Heral.

Satiirdav Sentemhar A MNNR - Paca 1R
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